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Hello and Happy New Year! We thought it would be a good idea to send out an update from the project for this past year and introduce a chance to discuss some current events that directly and indirectly affect our research.
We do hope this letter finds you all well and looking forward to 2009!


News from the project

Our empirical studies progress has really taken off over the past year. Danielle, Andrew and Suzanne met with members from the MPS and MDU on the 16th June, to conduct interviews exploring the rise and suitability of criminal prosecutions against their members. AvMA and Inquest have also agreed to participate in the project and interviews have already started with some of their key members. 
Danielle, Amel and Andrew had a successful meeting with two members of the Greater Manchester Police, one of whom is head of the special incidents unit. In the meeting they kindly agreed to assist us in finding and accessing criminal cases against healthcare professionals that have been referred to them over the past ten years as well as allowing us to interview key people involved in these cases.
Danielle and Andrew have conducted interviews with various coroners and have so far gained approval to access and analyse inquest files in 3 different coroner’s offices in the North West. Danielle spent a few months over the summer in the Liverpool Coroner’s Office analysing case files, talking to coroner’s officers and attending inquests. Some very interesting findings have already arisen out of this work. Danielle will now start with Stockport Coroner’s Office and then to the Manchester Coroner’s Office.
A pilot survey was sent out to 280 clinical negligence solicitors in July, in order to ascertain the amount of cases dealt with that have had the potential to be or have proceeded into an actual criminal charge against a health care professional as well as exploring the effectiveness of civil remedies in negligence cases. We plan to write up a paper of our findings from this pilot, to be published in a journal, hopefully by the beginning of this year. 
Our website is now live and can be found at: http://www.law.manchester.ac.uk/research/hccriminalprocess/index.html 

News from the Team
Amel and Danielle presented their paper ‘Doctors as Criminals’ at the International Law Conference in Athens in July.
Congratulations to Danielle, who got married in August! 
Congratulations to Suzanne, who gave birth to a baby boy in November!
For those of you who did not meet them at the last seminar, we should introduce our project PhD students, Alexandra Mullock and Melinee Kazarian. Alexandra will be carrying out research in support of Case Study 2 for the AHRC project. As an undergraduate Alex read law before completing a research based LLM on healthcare law and ethics at Keele University in 2003. Whilst studying for her Masters Alex taught A level law at a college in Staffordshire, during which time Alex also completed a PGCE in post compulsory education. In 2004 Alex took over as Head of law at the college, a position she recently left in order to join the team at the University of Manchester. Melinee will be carrying out research in support of Case Study 1 for the AHRC project. She read French law at the University Jean Moulin Lyon 3 in France as an undergraduate and completed a Bachelor’s degree, having undertaken two diplomas in English law and American law. Melinee has studied for one year at the University of Manchester as an erasmus student.

Continues on next page…

Events

Plans for our first conference are well underway and it is scheduled for the 3rd and 4th November 2009. Please add these dates to your diaries as we look forward to seeing you there! The programme is being drafted and I hope to send it to you very soon. The working title for the conference is ‘Good, Bad or Indifferent: Medicine and the Criminal Process’. We plan to separate the two days with the first day focussing on the empirical work of the project along with discussions on prosecuting doctors and the impact of the criminal process on medicine. The second day will revolve around the bioethical and philosophical aspects of the research and will hopefully include a lively debate on 
de-criminalising assisted dying.
Also, our next one day seminar is scheduled for April 1st 2009, titled ‘Regulating Scientific Development’. 

In the news – a selection of related news items in the media. Feel free to pass some on to us.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/7651109.stm - Suicide guarantee ‘not possible’ – BBC online, 3rd Oct. 08
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/7605985.stm - NHS bill from lawyers 'soaring' – BBC online, 12th Sept. 08
http://business.timesonline.co.uk/tol/business/law/article4428686.ece - Is the law bleeding the NHS to death? – The Times online – 3rd Aug. 08
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/7523596.stm - Suspension for 'suicide' case GP – BBC online, 24th July 08
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/health/article3315534.ece - Inquest jury blames NHS trust for unlawful killing of mother – The Times Online – 6th February 2008

http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2008/jan/20/health.publicservices - Doctors ‘must own up to blunders’ – The Guardian online, 20th Jan. 08

